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July 2, 1998
HAND DELIVERED

Kate Hansel

CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, CA  94236-0007

Re: CALFED Propasal; Discover the Flyway Program
Dear Ms. Hansel:

Enclosed are ten copies of a propoesal in response to the 1998 Request for
Proposals of the CALFED Bay-Delta program. Under this proposal, the Yolo
Basin Foundation (Foundation) would expand its Discover the Flyway
Program for schools, to thousands of elementary, middle school and high
school students. The program would provide opportunities to teach
important lessons on the Delta, habitat restoration, and the important
interrelationships of fish and wildlife, farming, flood control, and water
management.

The Foundation is a nonprofit (section 501(c)(3}) corporation, organized
in 1990. It is universally credited with being the driving force behind the
partnership that led to the Yole Bypass Wildlife Area. The Wildlife Area is a
3,700-acre project for resicration of wetlands and other habitats, located-in the
Yolo Bypass. It is the largest restoration project in the western United States.
Its realization required the participation, cooperation, and approval of a
multitude of diverse agencies and interests, as detailed in attachments to the
proposals. Our Board of Directors represents a broad cross-section of
community leaders, including conservationists, farmers, hunters, business
persons, and elected officials. The Foundation has received several regional
and national awards for its accomplishments and for overall excellence in
nonprofit management.

This proposal is for matching funding for expansion of the
Foundation’s Discover the Flyway Program. A primary goal of the
Foundation is public education. This year, the Discover the Fiyway Program
brought an estimated 800 elementary school children to the Bypass. Dozens

I —012446
|-012446



Kate Hansel
July 2, 1998
Page 2

of fhose students were present when President Clinton dedicated the Yolo
Bypass area last fall, encouraging collaborative habitat restoration and
speaking specifically of the opportunities of CALFED. With CALFED support,
our program will be expanded to include outreach and education for more
students, from elementary to high school. With its sirategic location,
minutes from downtown Sacramento, the Bypass will be a showcase of
dramatic habitat restoration. The expansion of Discover the Flyway will
make large-scale public appreciation of the Bypass possible.

The proposal contains a great deal of detail, and we hope it is received
favorably. Please contact Robin Kulakow, our Executive Directar, if you have
any questions or need additional information.

Cordially yours,

s — -

Paul 5. Simmons
Chairman

Enclosures

oc Robin Kulakow
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Attachment H

COVER SIEET (PAGKE | of 2)

May 1998 CALFLED ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION PROFOSAL SOLICITATION

Proposal Title: Discover  the Fluway

12
Applicant Name: Yolo Basin__ Poun riq“l’ﬂ'cn

Mailing Address: _ PO Box G442 | Daws (4 95617

Telephone: __5A0 - 7196~ 724§

Fax: 53c- 15%-16713

Amount of funding requested: $ 9 QJ_} g

for A years (Hotal)

Indicate the Topic for which you are applying (checl only one box). Note that this is an important decision:

see page __ of the Proposal Solicitation Packape for more information.

0O  Fish Passage Asscssment r
O Floodplain and Habilat Resloration (W]
O Fish Harvest =]
0 Watershed Planning/lmplementation X
a

Figh Passage lmprovements
Gravel Restoration

Species Life History Studies
Education

Fish Screen Evaluations - Alternatives and Biological Priorilies

Indicate the geographic area ol your proposal (check only one bux):

T Sacramento River Mainstem d
ﬂ Delta 0
O Suisun Marsh and Bay 11
O  San Joaquin River Mainstem a
0 Landscape {entire Bay-Delia watershed) 13

Sacramento Tributary:

East Side Della Tributacy:
San Joaquin Tributacy:
Other:
MNorth Bay:

Indicatc the primary species which the proposal addresses (check no more than two boxes):

0  San Joaquin and Fast-side Delta tributaries fall-run chinook salmon
¥ Winter-run chinook salmon 0 Spring-run chinook salmon
O Late-fall run chinook salmon 0 Fall-un chinook salmon
O Delta smelt 0 Longfin smclt
o Splitail 1 Sieelbead trout
2 Green sturgeon 0 Striped bass
K Migratory birds
-‘:-‘%'ET—EL"" PIT iy (998

1
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COVER SHEET (PAGE 2 of 2)

May 1998 CALFED ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION PROTOSAL SOLICITATION

Indicate the type ol applicant (cheek only one box):

D State agency 0 Federal agency
O Public/Non-profit joint venture X Non-profit

O Local government/district I Private party

N University o Other:
Indicate the type of project (¢check only one hox):

U Planning 0 Implementation
O  Monitoring X Fducation

0 Research

By signing below, the applicant declares the following:
(1) the iruthfulness ol all representations in their proposal;

(2) the individoal signing the form is entitied o submit the application on behalf of the applicant {if
applicant is an entily or organizationy, and

(3) the person submitling the application has read and understood the conflict of inlerest and confidentiality
discussion in the PSP (Section H.K) and waives any and all rights to privacy and confidentiality of the
proposal on behalf of the applicant, 1o the extent as provided in the Section.

%éw&m“)

{Signature of Applicaut)

L B B3P AMay 1998

—l AV [N A

Brga, GRAN | 04
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Yolo Basin Foundation page 1

II.  EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

a. Project Title: Discover the Flyway
Applicant:  Yolo Basin Foundation, Inc.

b. Project Description and Primary BmloglcallEcologlcal Objectives

The poal of the Discover the Flyway (DTF) educational program is to make wetlands and their
stewardship, in the context of the Yolo Basin, a consistent educational component in the
elementary and middle schools of the Sacramento Region.

The program takes an ecosystem approach to aducate teachers and students about wetland
ecosystems and habitats. The educational content of DTF includes ecosystem relationships,
habitats, species composition, human and natural threats, compatible land uses, and direct
participatory action. Our objective is to encourage and develop long-term interest in wetland
protection and restoration. The experience and knowledge that DTF offers will ultimately
provide thousands of children the tools they need to make informed decisions gbout their
environment.

DTF uses teacher-training workshops to provide teachers with the experience to successfully lead
classroom, field studies and restoration activities in the Yolo Basin. Participating teachers are
trained to use existing adapted curriculum following the state educational frameworks. Essential
components of the program include recruiting teachers to participate in the program, training the
teachers, scheduling field trips, recruiting, training and scheduling voluntesrs to assist on the field
trips, coordinating and distributing piant materials, facilitating the field studies, and assessing the
outcomes of the program.

c. Approach/Tasks/Schedule

Program year 1998/99: Implement Phase 2: Expand program to include curriculum and activities
for middle school students and curriculum and activities for expansion sites. Emphasis is on the
on-site, hands-on habitat restoration activities that are available to participating teachers.

Program year 1999/2000: Continue Phase 2 and implement Phase 3: Expand program to include
high school students; develop educational materials/activities for upper grades, expand
trips/raining sessions for the general public. Develop additional section of teacher workbook to
address relationship of Yolo Basin to Bay-Delta issues,

d. Justification for Projeet and Funding by CALFED

The newly established Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area offers a unique oppoertunity to promote
ecosystem and habitat restoration as identified in the CALFED Implementation Strategy (ERPP,
p. 26). The Yolo Bypass contains six priority habitats, seven of the priority species and shows
examples of nine of the siressors affecting priorily species and habitats. (Please refer to
Attachment 2 for Habitat Type Map.) The Wildlife Area and the new City of Davis Wetlands
offer opportunitics for students see the results of a successful, continuing partnership and to be
personally involved in a large ecosystem restoration project within the Yolo Basin.

e. Budget Costs and Third Party Impacts

Phase 2: CALFED: $27,172 Yolo Basin Foundation: $27,172
Phase 3: CALFED: $32,606 Yolo Basin Foundation: $21,737
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Yolo Basin Foundation page 2
Total request from CALFED: $59,778 to support two veats of DTF program.

Due to the positive educational benefits of the Discover the Flyway program no negative third
party impacts are anticipated.

£. Applicant Qualifications

The Foundation was formed in 1990 as a community based organization to assist in the
establishment of the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area. It is a non-profit public benefit corporation
dedicated to educating and inspiring people about wetlands and wildlife of the Ceniral Valley.
The 15-member board of directors represents a diverse group of interests, from agriculture and
waterfowl conservation to local government and the business community (See Attachment 3). It
is universally credited with being the driving force behind the successful Yolo Basin partnership.
The result of the Foundation's efforts is the creation of a 3700-acre public Wildlife Area, with
over $12 million of state and federal funding. The successful implementation of Phase 1 of the
Discover the Flyway program, as well as other educational programs administered by the Yolo
Basin Foundation, are examples of the Foundation's abilities to develop-and implement successfil

educational programs.
g. Monitoring and Data Evaluation

Numbers of participants and gecgraphical location will be tracked for each year of the program.
Teachers are asked to fill out evaluation forms at the workshop to give effective feedback on
course content. A teacher advisory panel is available for direct input into workshop content and
suitability of curriculum for students, A peer review of field visits by cooperating environmental
educators will be implemented. Additionally, evaluation forms will be sent to field trip
participants specifically regarding the quality of their trip. Monitoring the survival rate of the
restoration will be an ongoing part of the program.

h. Local Support/Coordination with other Programs/Compatibility with CALFED objectives

The Discover the Fiyway program is a partnership with California State Department of Fish and
Game. Current vear funders include: U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
US Environmental Protection Agency, the Teichert Foundation, Friends of Yolo Basin
Foundation, the City of Davis, and the Fidelity Charitable Trust. Volunteers from the community
offer services such as Wildlife Observation and recording, leading public field trips, writing
newsletter articles and assisting with student field trips. A natural tie-in to other environmental
education programs within the Putah-Cache Creek Bioregion is being coordinated through the
Regional Education Alliance, a project of the Public Service Research Group, with an ongoing
grant from the National Science Foundation.

The program is compatible with seven of the CALFED objectives outlined in the ERPP. The
educational program focuses on many of the ecosystem processes and beneficial aspects of the
newly created Wildlife Area and Davis Wetlands, and the privately owned Conaway Ranch.
These include restoring habitat for waterfow] and shorebirds, restoring permanent and seasonal
habitat for wildlife, improving floodplain functions, improving water quality, assisting in the
recovery of special status wildlife, restoring Bay-Delta foodweb organisms, reducing adverse
affects of invasive, non-native plants, and learning about beneficially managed agricultural lands
for wildlife species. Additionally, it strives to increase public awareness and conservation efforts,
compatibility of urban life and agriculture, and effective wildlife management.
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Yolo Basin Foundation page 3
III. TITLE PAGE

a. Project Title: Discover the Fhway

b. Applicant:  Yolo Basin Foundation, Inc.,
P.0. Box 943, Davis, CA, 95617,
Phone: (530)756-7248, Fax: (530)758-1673,

e-matl: rebin@yolebasin. org

¢. Type of Organization: Non-profit public benefit corporation, Tax Status: 501(c}3

d. Tax Identification number: Federal: 68-0230311,
California Corporation #C1668657

e. Participants/Collaborators in Implementation:

Partner: California State Department of Fish and Game (Memoranduﬁl of Understanding signed
5/97).

Cooperators: U.S, Army Corps of Engineers, US Burean of Reclamation, US Environmental
Protection Agency, California Waterfowl Association, City of Davis, PG&E Properties,
University of California, Davis, Putah-Cache Creek Bioregion Project and Regional Education
Alliance, Yolo Audubon Society, Davis Community Network, Hedgerow Farms, and Cornflower

Farms,
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Yolo Bazin Foundation page 4

IV. Project Description

a. Project Description and Approach )

The goal of Discover the Fhyway (DTF) is to make wetlands and their stewardship, in the context
of the Yolo Basin, a consistent educational component in the elementary and middle schools of
the Sacramento Region. We hope thar the students who visit wetlands in the Yolo Basin will
develop a long-term interest in wetland protection and restoration that will lead to informed
decision making in the future. The Discover the Flyway program uses teacher-training workshops
1o provide teachers with the experience to successfully lead classroom and field studies and
restoration activities in the Yolo Basin. Participating teachers are given a DTF workbook as the
main instructional tool, using environmental curriculum that follows the state educational
frameworks for Science, Education and Language Arts. As a direct outcome of the workshops,
students are given the opportunity to participate in the ongoing habitat restoration by planting
native plants within the Yolo Basin.

Discaver the Fhway began with Phase 1 in August 1997 by training 47 elementary school
teachers about wetlands, the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area, and how to use the area as an outdoor
classroom. The teachers were supplied with workbooks and field equipment to guide activities
that relate directly to the Wildlife Area, corresponding with instruction for pre- and post-field trip
activities so that wetlands could be part of their curriculum throughout the school year. Some
classes initiated a pilot sedge planting project by planting a limited number of native sedges
within the Wildlife Area. The positive experience of the students in this activity prompted us to
implement a more comprehensive restoraticn program this year.

This two-year proposal to CALFED will fund an expansion of the Discover the Flhyway program,
The first CALFED grant year of the program (Phase 2) will support the implementation of both
elementary and middle school children visiting the Wildlife Area, and add the coordination of two
venues within the Yolo Basin (the Conaway Ranch and the City of Davis Wetlands). To achieve
this, we will hire an environmental educator 10 assemble and adapt educational materials for the
Yolo Basin. It will expand the opportunities for classroom sedge growing and subsequent
transplanting at the Wildlife Area or the Davis Wetlands. Sedges are compatible with the long-
range restoration goals of Department of Fish and Game in the Wildlife Area, as they do not
impair the flood carrying capacity within the Yolo Bypass.

By adding additional venues, Phase 2 will integrate the theme of "compatibility” into the
program. A variety of crops are grown on the Conaway Ranch, as well as being managed for
wildlife habitat by using many innovative farming methods. Teachers and students will see
favorable wetland habitat and the wildlife it attracts; a preductive organic rice farm; innovative
irrigation systems; prime nesting habitat and brood ponds, all within a few miles of the urban
setting in which they live. Adding the Davis Wetlands will bring a component of water quality,
cycling, and water management into the program. Teachers and students will view actual tertiary
treatment ponds that have been reconstructed and revegetated as wetlands and also managed for
wildlife habitat. Additionally, they will have the opportunity to help restore waterfowl and
shorebird habitat by planting native vegetation along the banks of the ponds. They will gain an
understanding of the water ¢ycle and treatment methods, and how natural systems can be
beneficial to this process.

The second year of the CALFED grant (Phase 3) will build on the previous year's success and add
a high school component, as well as an additional section of the workbook addressing specific
Bay-Delta issues and their relation to the Yolo Basin. As in the first two years, the Discover the
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Yalo Basin Foundation page 5

Flyway program will include teacher workshops and school field trips to the Yolo Bypass,
satellite sites, and volunteer recruitment for assisting with field trips.

Description of Habitat Restoration Component
As a part of the workshop, teachers and students are given the opportunity to further CALFED's

goals by participating in habitat restoraticn at the Yolo Bypass and the Davis Wetlands. The Yolo
Basin Foundation will make appropriate planting material available to teachers before their
scheduled field trip. The students will care for and tend to the plants before coming to their field
trip site, and then transplant them during their classroom trip. This hands-on project entails
students learning about native plants, growth and care requirernents, methods of measuring
growth, and the many details involved in restorative planting in wetlands.

The CALFED grant will enable the Yolo Basin Foundation to hire a full time coordinator to plan
for the workshops, implement recruiting and registration, develop curriculum, manage the
restoration projects, schedule field trips, and follow through on evaluations and repert writing. It
will also allow the Foundation to expand on its own fund-raising initiatives to support the
program in future years.

b. Proposed Scope of Work

The overall theme of the Discover the Flyway program emphasizes the vital role of wetlands for
the Central Valley's diverse birds, fish and other wildlife, and how wetlands are being brought
back to life by restoration activities. Sub-themes will include wetland types; biodiversity of
wetland ecosystems and threats to these habitats; water and land management, flood control,
human influence on natural systems, and stewardship. The world of plants, soils, habitat
restoration, agriculture, water, history, and partnerships is open to exploration. We stress the
importance of partnerships and cooperation to achieve goals that benefit both people and wildlife.
Emphasis is made on the compatibility of wetlands and wildlife management with agriculture and

flood control.

Task 1: Implementation of DTF Ficld Trips* Sept 98-May 1999 58300
Schedule field trip dates and supply materials for teachers. :
Deliverable: 50 or more classroom field trips

Task 2: Restoration Program* Sept 98-May 1999 53800
Develop care and distribution process for plant materials for classroom and field trip activities.
Deliverable: 5,000 native sedge or grass seedlings planted in the Yolo Basin; care guideline sheet

Subtasks:

¢ Arrange for the collecting/planting of seeds with nursery.

o Tending, and watering seedlings until distribution.

» Schedule pick up of materials and planting dates with teachers

Task 3: Train Volunteer Flyway Assistants to assist with school field irips  Sept 1998 $3320
Deliverable: 15-20 volunteer assistants

Subtasks:
& Recmit and contact interested community members and parents for training session.

e Develop materials to instruct Flyway Assistants.
« Hold training session in September.
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Yolo Basin Foundaticn page 6

Task 4: Teacher Workshops 1999* March-August 1999 $3370
We will hold three teacher’s workshops to accommodate 75 teachers in August 1999. Two
workshops will be for elementary (grades 2-6) teachers, and one for middle school (grades 7-9)
teachers. The program will expand to include material and activities appropriate for high school
teachers, including working with high school teachers to develop and implement a program.
Deliverable: 75 additional teachers trained

Subtasks:

¢ Recruit teachers

s Set up registration system for workshop; register participants
» Send confirmation letters and maps

Task 5: Workbook 1999* April-July 1999 $8180
Revise and expand Phase 2 workbook to include activities appropriate for high school. Add
section of workbook pertaining to Bay-Delta issues and CalFED objectives.

Deliverable: workbook for participating teachers and volunteers

Subtasks:

s  Assemble materials for the development of the workbook

+ Hire environmental educator to develop workbook and background materials
s Review proposed workbook with teacher advisory panel

& Print, assemble all workbook materials

Task 6: Reporting/evaluation* Quarterly $4780
Complete quarterly reports, send, receive, analyze evaluations.
Deliverable: Various reports as needed

*Inseparable tasks integral to program

Grants awarded to the Foundation in 1998 will fund the Phase 2 implementation throughout the
school year, and fund the 1999 Phase 3 summer teacher workshops. The second year of CALFED
funding will support the scheduling and implementation of Phase 3, plus the year 2000 suminer
workshops. Tasks for each year follow a logical progression paralleling the school calendar.

¢. Location and/or geographic boundaries of project
Location: Yolo Basin, Yolo County, terminus of Putah-Cache Creek Watershed. Principal site:

Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area; east of Davis, West of Sacramento, south of I-80 freeway. Refer to
Attachment 1, Regional Map.

The Yolo Basin is in the Pacific Flyway where thousands of migratory waterfowl gather every
winter. [t is part of the North Delta Ecological Unit and is located within the legal definition of
the Delta. Recent studies by the Department of Water Resources show that the Yolo Bypass
provides an important passageway and rearing habitat for many species of fish found in the
Sacramento River. The additional educational venues are situated north of this area and provide
ecological links for migratory waterfowl as well as neotropical migrants, and other wildlife within
the Yolo Basin.

The location of the educational venues in the Discover the Flyway, within easy reach of the Bay
Area and within 15 minutes of downtown Sacramento, represents an unparalleled educational
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Yolo Basin Foundation page 7

opportunity to expose large numbers of students to the beauties and importance of restored and
well-managed wetlands and migratory waterfowl habitat.

d. Expected Benefits

The Wildlife Area offers a unique opportunity to promote ecosystern restoration and education as
identified in the CALFED Implementation Strategy. In effect, the Wikdlife Area serves as a living
laboratory or demonstration project to observe, monitor, and educate teachers, students, and the
public to many of the objectives identified in the ERPP. As referenced below, the Yolo Bypass
contains six priority habitats {p. 31), seven of the priority species (p. 33) and shows examples of
nine of the stressors affecting priority species and habitats (p. 32). {See Attachment 2 for a
Habitat Type Map.)

Primary benefits:

In each year of the program, seventy-five additional teachers instructing approximately 2000
students will have the skills and knowledge to incorporate wetland curricula into their annual
lesson plan. They will be able to lead field trips to a wetland area and perform specific activities
adapted to the area, The skills they will be able to impart to their students include: 1) awareness
and sensitivity to natural environments and interactions that exist in a wetland area; 2) acquire an
understanding of the environment in the Wildlife Area, its place in the Bay-Delta ecosystem, what
plants and animals live there; 3) learn the value of a natural environment, 4) motivate them to
actively participate in environmental protection; 5) acquire the tools for identifying,
understanding, and solving enviranmental problems; 6) learn to work together with various
interest groups of the community to solve problems; 7) understand management objectives 8)
develop life long enjoyment of the Wildlife Area and to encourage them to return with their
families and peers, 9) actively take part in an ongoing restoration project.

The Wildlife Area encompasses or is located adjacent to the following Priority Habitats as
identified in the Implementation Strategy: Tidal perennial aquatic habitat (freshwater), Seasonal
wetland and aquatic, instream aquatic habitat, Shaded riverine aquatic habitat, North Delta
agricultural wetlands and perennial grasslands (p. 67, PSP).

In times of flocding, due to the overflow of the Sacramento at the Fremont Weir into the Yolo
Bypass, the Wildlife Area can contain any fish species normally found within the Sacramento
River, These may include the Primary Priority and Secondary Species, winter run Chinook
salmon, spring run Chinook salmon, splittail, Delta smelt, steelhead trout, green sturgeon, giant
garter snake (p. 34, ERP'P). The Wildlife Area also provides habitat for the Swainson's Hawlk and
migratory birds (waterfowl, shorebirds, waders, and neotropical migrants). (Reference: Project
Modification Report and Environmental Assessment/Initial S8tudy, Yolo Basin Wetlands.) In
addition, Putah Creek has the finest surviving assemblage of native fish of any Central Valley
Stream.

Education about the conversion of the Wildlife Area from laser leveled agricultural fields to a
wetland ecosystem will illustrate the following stressors affecting priority species and habitats
and methods of addressing them:

Alteration of Flows and Other Effects of Water Management
s Floodplain and Marshplain Changes

Channel Form Changes, Loss of Existing Riparian Zone
Water quality

L ]
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Yolo Basin Foundaticn page 8

Water Temperature

Undesirable Species Interactions, Management of exotic species
Population Management

Land Use

Human Disturbance

A significant benefit is the illustration of a successful partnership where stakeholders are
organized and operate through consensus. Education regarding these issues, species, and habitats
will empower teachers, students, and parents to become a more informed public.

Benefits io CALFED mission and implementation of ecosystem restoration goals:

The Discover the Fhway educational program addresses each of the four objectives identified in
the CalFED mission (p. 5, PSP). It provides teacher training and the opportunity for thousands of
students to learn about processes to 1} provide good water quality for beneficial uses,
incorporating the sites of the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area and the Davis Wetlands at the Water
Pollution Control Plant. 2) It brings students directly to areas of increased aquatic and terrestrial
habitats, and invites them to participate in improving ecological functions to increase biodiversity
in the North Delta Ecosystem Unit. 3) It exposes participants to the myriad of beneficial uses,
which are dependent on the Bay-Delta system and the water flows necessary to achieve them.
And 4) demonstrates specifically how various land uses and economic activities are affected by
water management.

Quantity:
Hundreds of thousands of students from 2-9% grades are located within the targeted area for the

DTF workshops in Sacramento, Yolo, and Solano counties. Each year the program builds on itself
as 50-100 additional teachers are trained to bring students to the wetlands field sites. In the first
year of the program, we have found that trained teachers will bring one or two other classes in
addition to their own. Thus the occurrence of each year's workshops increase the potential for the
number of field trips to at least double the number of teachers trained. The expected number of
student visits in each year of the program is 2000.

¢. Background and Biological/Technical Justification

The newly established Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area is managed by the California Department of
Fish and Game (CDFG). Previously, the land was laser leveled agricultural acreage with
purchased easements for flood control for the Yolo Bypass. Though the Area received much
attention with the dedication of President Clinton in November 1997, many of the region's
inhahitants are yet unaware of the conversion to a state Wildlife Area and the multiple benefits of
the project. CDFG does not provide educational or interpretive services at this location. The Yolo
Basin Foundation fills a need by providing a service to the public by offering an educational
program to the Wildlife Area and other wetland sites within the Yolo Basin. Additionally, the
addition of a hands-on restoration component is an unequalled opportunity for participation in
restoration activities within the Yolo Basin. This type of education is long lasting and promotes
CALFED's efforts in long range ecosystem health pricrities.

Specific lessons and activities focussing on ecosystem restoration are a major component of
Discover the Fiyway. Additional components include various habitat types, water quality and
water management, flood control, agriculture practices beneficial to wildlife, human influences on
natural processes, exotic and natural species, and decision making exercises.

| —012457
1-012457



Yolo Basin Foundation page 9

Specific ERPP objectives that will be emphasized in the program include Natural Floodplain and
Flood Processes. (Ecological processes Section, Yolo Basin Ecological Zone, p. 331, Targets 2-
4). Newly restored native vegetation is providing increased habitat for wildlife (objective for
Riparian and Riverine Aquatic Habitat p. 332, Target 1) 1o "create high-quality habitat for
associated special-status plant and animal species and other wildlife." Within the Wildlife Area
are examples of restored riparian habitat with nesting special status Swainsen's Hawk, and itis a
prime viewing area for classroom field trips. Ongoing vegetation management of Wildlife Area
includes management of invasive species (p. 334, Target 1).

Sacramento-San-Joaquin Delta Ecological Zone--"Habitat restoration. . .(is) the primary focus of
the restoration program in the North Delta Ecological Unit" {p.26). The Yolo Bypass is one of the
four areas of focus in this unit. The Wildlife Area is being managed to restore native habitat for
waterfow] and wildlife species. The Implementation Objective to "restore basic hydraulic
conditions to reactivate and maintain ecological processes that create and sustain habitat required
for healthy fish, wildlife, and plant populations” {p. 39, General Tarpet) is precisely the goal of
the Wildlife Area Management Plan. The DTF program emphasizes this goal to participants.
Improving floodplain functions {p.42, Target 1), improving nutrients available for foodweb
productivity (p.45, Target 1), and restoring wetland and riparian habitat in freshwater areas (p.49,
Target 1), seasonai habitat (p. 51, Target 1}, perennial grasslands (p.54, Target 1), and managing
agricultural lands for wildlife values (p.55, Target 1) are all integrated into the DTF curriculum
and activities.

The durability of the lessong learned will be life-long. The opportunity for students to see wildlife
up close and help restote their habitat will be an experience they can share with their families for
years to came. The current status of the DTF program is in the planning phase for its second year,
The accomplishments to date include the visitation of over 800 students, 33 classes and
approximately |00 parents. (This was accomplished in spite of the Wildlife Area's closure due to
flooding for over three months).

f. Monitoring and Data Evaluation

Numbers of participants and geographical location will be tracked for each year of the program.
Teachers are asked to fill out evaluation forms at the workshop to give effective feedback on
course content. A teacher advisory panel is available for direct input into workshop content and
suitability of information for students. Peer review of field activities will be implemented.
Additionally, evaluation forms will be sent to field trip participants specifically regarding the
quality of their trip. Monitoring the survival rate of the restoration will be an ongoing part of the
program. Quarterly reporting will be completed as required by the PSP,

g, Implementability

Since the Discover the Flyway program is already in its first year, the skills and organizational
structure already exists to expand the program. In 1997 the Yolo Basin Foundation successfully
negotiated and signed a Memorandun of Understanding with California Department of Fish and
Game formally establishing the educational partnership between the Foundation and the
Department and documenting the Foundation's role in providing educational programs for the
Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area.
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V. Costs and Schedule to Implement Proposed Project

a. Budget Costs Per Year

Yolo Basin Foundation page 10

Praject Phase | Direct Direct Overhead Service Materials and Misc. and | Total
and Task Labor Salary and | Labor Contracts | Acquisiticn other Direct | Costs
- Hours Benefits Contracts Costs
Task 1 520 8619 3925 720 (phone) £15,264
Implement (Project 1000 (office
DTF Field mgmt, and supplies)
Trips support) 1000 (field
supplies)
Task 2 520 8619 3925 1000 (planting $13,544
Restoration (Project materials)
Program megmt. and
support)
Task 3 208 1447 500 200 (supplies) $4147
Train
Volunteers
Task 4 312 5171 500 2800 1600 (supplies, $9471
Teacher postage)
Workshops
Task 5 312 5171 500 1100 (printing} 1000 T
Workbook {layout)
Task & 208 3447 500 200 (supplies) $4147
Reporting
| Totals 2080 $34,474 $9,850 52800 $6220 $1000 354,344

CALFED funding gives the Yolo Basin Foundation the funding certainty and stability to expand
the program into Phases 2 and 3. The budget and tasks for each year are essentially the same;
differences being the addition of an age component with specific curriculum and activities for
each year. Additionally, Phase 3 will add a section to the workbook addressing specific Bay-Delta
issues and the correlation to the Yolo Basin. Once established, this program will continue to
provide essential services for years to come.

The Foundation is requesting that CALFED fund fifty percent of the Discover the Fhyway
program in the first year, due to the significant benefits to successful implementation of the
CALFED goals. This will allow the Foundation to increase the position of the Program
Coordinator to full time in order to effectively manage the increase in volume, material, and
program goals of DTF as well as initiate other fund raising activities. The Coordinator will assist
in efforts of the Foundation to increase its membership and direct contribution funding, CALFED
funds will be matched by Yolo Basin Foundation funds 50/50 in the first year and 60/40 in the
second year as more benefits are realized.

Current year funders for the Discover the Flyway program are Teichert Foundation, U.S. Bureau
of Reclamation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and Friends of the Yolo Basin Foundation
{membership). The California Department of Fish and Game is making significant inkind
contributions, including providing training and educational materials, office, storage and meeting
space, field equipment (scopes and bincculars) as well as use of office equipment. They will
manage a designated portion of the Wildlife Area for wildlife viewing including serviceable roads
and parking lots, trails, and portable toilets. Other inkind services will be made available from
California Waterfow] Association in the distribution of Wild About Wetland classroom resource
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Yole Basin Foundation page 11

kits {produced by Yolo Basin Foundation), the UC Davis Bieregion Project, and the R}aginnal
Education Alliance.

Other funding sources:

The Yolo Basin Foundation has 2 diverse funding base that supports its educational programs and
makes programs such as this possible. There is a stable membership base of hundreds of
supporters (Friends). Significant funds also come from the annual Bucks for Ducks fundraiser
held every fall and now in its seventh vear. Last year we initiated the Yolo Flyway Club for
denors of $1,000 or more. We produce and sell Western Waterfowl Identification cards to stores
and refuges all over the U.S. and some in Canada. This year we published and began selling
Discovering Yolo County Wildlife by John Kemper. We submit several grant proposals to
private foundations and corporations with giving programs each year. It is anticipated that a
portion of the current year funders will continue their support in following years.

b. Schedule milestones:

First funding year:

September 1998 Volunteer Training for 1998/99 school year

May 1999 2000 student visits completed in 98/9% school vear
May 1999 Completion of 5000 native plants planted in Yolo Basin
July 1999 Completion of 1999 expanded teacher workbook
August 1999 1999 Phase 3 teacher workshops

Second funding year:

September 1959 Volunteer Training for 1999/00 school year

May 2000 3000 additional student visits in 199%/00 school year
May 2000 completion of 5000 native plants in Yolo Basin

July 2000 Completion of year 2000 expanded teacher workbook
August 2000 2000 teacher workshops

<. Third Party Impacts

Due to the positive educational benefits of the Discover the Flyway program no negative third
party impacts are anticipated.
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V. Applicant Qualifications

The Yolo Basin Foundation has a proven record of success. President Clinton acknowledged this
in November 1997 by saying, "You're doing the right thing and vou're deing it in the right
way....there is no challenge facing this country that we cannot meet if will just do what you have
done here." Our efforts have been recognized in many ways. In August 1995 the Foundation was
presented with a National Wetlands Conservation Award for the Private Sector from the 1J.8. Fish
and Wildlife Service at the groundbreaking ceremony. In his remarks at the ceremony, Secretary
of the Interior Bruce Babbitt lauded our sucecess in creating the largest wetlands restoration
project west of the Everglades. Other awards to the Foundation include the Award for Exceilence
in Nonprofit Management given by the San Francisco based Management Center. At the State of
the Estuary conference in October 1996, the Foundation was recognized for outstanding
implementation of the Comprehensive Conservation Management Plan for the San Francisco Bay
Estuary. An editorial from the Sacramento Bee recognized the role of the Foundation in creating
the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area. The Foundation and the Wildlife Area have also been featured in
the New York Times, the Davis Enterprise, Woodland Democrat, West Sacramento Press, the LA
Times, U.S. Water News and Wetland Link International News.

The Yolo Basin Foundation is well suited to initiating and managing an education program that
stresses partmerships. The Program itself is a partnership with the California Department of Fish
and Game, which owns and manages the Wildlife Area. The Foundation also works closely with
the 1.8, Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District; California Waterfowl Association; the
University of California at Davis; Putah-Cache Creek Bioregion Project and the University-
sponsored Regional Education Allianee, Putah Creek Council, Cache Creek Conservancy, Yolo
County Resource Conservation District and Yolo Audubon Society. As the sponsor of California
Duck Days, one of the largest on-going annual wetand education festivals in the United States,
the Foundation participates in the growing ecotourism movement with direct educational benefits
flowing to CALFED's mission. The event was honored in 1997 with a "Public Education Award”
for its success in promoting awareness and understanding of water environment issues in the
Sacramento River watershed.

The Foundation's Board of Directors represents a cross section of the stakeholder groups with an
interest in the Bypass, a further qualification for directing an educational program. The Board has
ties throughout the Yolo Basin and the greater Putah-Cache Creek Watershed. Various
Foundation board members also serve as board members of other watershed groups with an
interest in the Bypass including Putah Creek Council, Cache Creek Conservancy, and the Yolo
County Resource Conservation District.  The variety of interests supporting the Foundation and
its activities is demonstrated by the list of sponsors for its annual fundraiser. The list can be found
in The Yolo Fhrway, page 13. (Attachment 4)

The Foundation continues as the communication link between the many people and organizations
involved in creating and managing the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area. Other Foundation-sponsored
educational programs underway include: Californta Duck Days - a three day waterfow] and
wetlands festival in the heart of the Pacific Flyway; publishing the Yolo Fivway; Wild About
Wetlands classroom resource and curriculum kits; and introducing people to the natural places in
the community through our public field trips. This activity is managed, coordinated, and produced
by a small staff and a core of dedicated volunteers, in the best grass-roots tradition.
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Project Administraticn

Robin Kulakow, Executive Director of the Foundation will serve as the project manager. Ms,
Kulakow was a founding member of the Yolo Basin Working Group and the Yolo Basin
Foundation. She has served as Executive Director of the Yolo Basin Foundation since January
1991, Ms, Kulakow has a bachelor's degree in Soil Science from UC Berkeley and a Master of
Administration degree from UC Davis. She worked for the U.S. Forest Service as a district soil
scientist and has budgetary and legislative experience with the State Department of Finance, State
Board of Equalization, and the California Conservation Cotps. Ms. Kulakow has been the
recipient of the California Department of Fish and Game Director's Achievemnent Award and the
City of Davis' first Environmental Recognition Award for her efforts leading to the establishment
of the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area. She is a founding board member of the Putah Creek Council
and the Cache Creek Conservancy. The Soroptimist Club has also recognized her for her
achievements. She has made presentations to the State of the Estuary Conference, the SERCAL
(Saciety for Ecological Restoration, California Chapter) annual conference, and at the National
Watchable Wildlife Convention.

Cheryl Chipman serves as Program Coordinator and will have day to day responsibility for
developing and managing the Discover the Fiyway program. She will do the outreach,
registration, coordination of activities for the workshops, and assist in revising and adapting new
curriculum for the expanded portion of the program. She will schedule and coordinate all field
trips and restoration activities with site managers throughout the school year, Cheryl has
experience in environmental education and outreach through the US Forest Service as well as an
urban forestry non-profit organization in San Francisco. She holds a Masters degree in
Environmental Policy and Management from the University of Denver,

Kathy Wells—Environmental Educator. Kathy will be the primary instructor of the
workshops, and will compile the curriculum material for the expanded workboek for older
students. She is a very experienced and highly effective educator who currently teaches middle
school and is a former environmental educator with the US Army Corps of Engineers, San
Francisco Bay Model. She will develop specific middle and high school curriculum and provide
the content and training for the four summer workshops.

Liz Merry—Advisor. Liz was responsible for the first year of the Discover the Flyway program,
participating in designing, organizing, and teaching the workshops and curriculum. She is a
graduate of the University of California, Los Angeles and is currently enrolled in the Masters of
Business Administration program at California State University, Sacramente. She is emploved by
the Foundation as Program Coordinator for California DBuck Days. Under her direction this
wetlands festival has grown in beth scope and participation to rank among the largest in the

country.

Bruce Forman—Advisor. Bruce is an Interpretive Services Supervisor for the California
Department of Fish and Game. He was instrumental in developing ewrriculum for the first year of
the program. He assisted in teaching a portion of the workshop and provided instructional
materials. He will continue to advise and evaluate the program to make it more effective for

participants.
Teacher Advisory panel—Teachers who have participated in the program in the past will be

invited to serve on an advisory panel to make suggestions and recommendations on improvements
for the program. These teachers have been very helpfil in the past and are committed to working
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with the Yalo Basin Foundation to improve the program. Their assistance is critical in refining the
program to make it more effective for participants.

Flyway Assistants—Trained volunteers from the community who can assist with field trips.
These community volunteers are very knewledgeable about local waterfowl and are interested in
advancing the goals of the DTF program. Flyway Assistants are an extra set of eyes and hands for
the teachers and are extremely helpful with wildlife identification at the Wildlife Area.

The collaborating participants in the Discover the Flyway program are:

Partner: California State Department of Fish and Game (Memorandum of Understanding signed
5/97), {use of facilities, equipment, office space, access to Wildlife Area, training, development of
educational materials)

Cooperators: U.8. Army Corps of Engineers, US Fish and Wildlife Service, California Waterfowl
Association, University of California, Davis, Putah-Cache Creek Bioregion Project and Regional
Education Alliance, Yolo Audubon Society, City of Davis, Conaway Ranch Conservancy, and
Davis Community Network, Davis Community Network is providing for one year free website
space, free e-mail accounts, and assistance with a website 1o be used for outreach and volunteer

coordination.

Current year funders: U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, the Teichert Foundation, City of Davis, Friends of Yolo Basin
Foundation, ard the Fidelity Charitable Trust.

Conflicts of interest: We arc not aware of any potential conflicts,
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VII. Compliance with standard terms and conditions.

All terms and conditions are agreeable to the Yolo Basin Foundation and compliance will not be a
problem.

Sece Attachment 7, Nondisctimination form. i
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List of Attachments
Attachment 1 Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area Regional Map E
Attachment 2 Yolo Bypass Wildlife Arca Habitat Map
Attachment 3 Yolo Basin Foundation Board of Directors

Attachment 4 Yolo Flyway newsletter, Fall 1997

Attachment 5 Project references

Attachment 6 Davis Enterprise “Clinton praises wetlands project.”

Attachment 7 Davis Enterprise “Schoolchildren discover the Yolo Bypass flyway,”
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el ' ITEM 7 .
- CRIMINATION COMPLIANCE STATEMENT .

RNT MAME

The company named above (hereinafter referred to as “prospective contractor”) hereby certifies, unless
specifically exempted, compliance' with Government Code Secdon 12990 (a-f) and California Code of
Regulations, Tide 2, Division 4, Chapter 5 in matters relating to reporting requirements and the
development, implementation and maintenance of 2 Nondiscrimination Program. Prospective contractor
agrees not to unlawfully discriminate, harass or allow harassment against any employee or applicant for
employment because of sex, race, color, ancestry, religious creed, national origin, disability (including
HIV and AIDS), medical condition (cancer), age, marital status, denial of family and medical care leave
and denial of pregnancy disability leave.

CERTIFICATION

I the official named below, hereby swear that I am duly authorized to legally bind the prospective
contractor to the above described certification. I am fidly aware that this certification, executed on the
date and in the county below, is made under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California.

TICIAL'S NAME

Roebin J. Kolakow

EXECUTED
G-17-98 Yolo

el i Boctsdeoe

Executive Direcle.-

ISPECTIVE CONTRACTOR'S LEGAL

Yofo Bagin ﬁ:j:jqﬁ‘on , nc.
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Atach ment 3

Yolo Basin Foundation
Board of Directors, June 1998

The following is a listing of the board of directors with a brief description of their
professional affiliations:

John Anderson

Manny Carbahal

Robin Kulakow

Mike Lien

Betsy Marchand

Frank MacBride

Ken Noack Jr.

University of California, Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (retired}

Yolo Co. Resource Conservation District, associate director
Founding member Calif. Native Grass Association

Owner, Hedgerow Farms,

Farmer actively involved in native habitat restoration and
commercial production of native grass seed for restoration.

Chief Financial Officer, YBF Executive Commitice
Certified Public Accountant, Carbahal & Co.

Yolo County Chamber of Commerce

Yolo County Fair Board of Directors

Budget Committee, Davis Joint Unified School District

Secretary,

Executive Director

Masters of Administration, UC Davis
Putah Creek Council, treasurer

Cache Creek Conservancy board of directors

Walker, Donant and Company (builders & developers)
L&D Landfill, L&D Recycling
Yolo County Solid Waste Advisory Committee

Yolo County Board of Supervisors (retired)

Special Projects Coordinator,

Yolo-Solano Flood Control & Water Conservation District
Governmental Affairs, Families First

YEF Executive Commitlee

President, MacBride Realty Co., Sacramento
Landowner, Yolo Bypass duck club
Sacramento Rotary Club

KVIE Public Television, Board of Directors

Rotary club of Sacramento, Board of Directors
Sacramento Society for the Blind, Board of Directors
Land Broker, Bishop Hawk, Sacramento
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- Yolo Basin Foundation

Page 2

David Rosenberg Yola County Supervisor, District 4

Susan Sanders

EBob Schreider

Paul Simmons

Meg Stallard

Chris Unkel

Lois Wolk

Attorney-at-Law
Former Mayor of Davis
Commission, California Council on Criminal Justice

Ph.D., Zoology, UC Davis

Consulting wildlife biclogist (freelance)
Former president, Yolo Audubon Society
Former co chair, Putah Creek Council

West Davis Associates (land development)
Ridpe Builders Group, owner

Sierra Club California, executive committee
Davis Chamber of Commerce

UC Davis Chancellors Club

Rotary Club of Davis

President, YBF Execufive Comunittce
Attorney at law, De Cuir and Somach, Sacramento
Sacramento Rotary Club

Vice-president, YBF Executive Conmnitiee

Vice President, Woodland School Board

League of Women Vaters

UC Davis Alumni Association, Board of Directors
UC Davis Chancellors Club

California Nature Conservancy, Director, California
Wetlands Program
Central Valley Habitat Joint Venture, Board of Directors

Mayor , City of Davis{retired)

Yolo County Board of Supervisors {elected)

Council liaison for water and wetlands

Member, Yola County Waler Resources Association -
Davis Chamber of Comumerce
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" “You ought to be'very proud of (this project) and also °
draw confidence from this that there is no challenge -
Jfacing this country today that we cannot face.” o

— President Clinton =

Clinton praises
wetlands project

Abave, President Clinton lifts his binbculars to view
the wildlife during a tour of the Yola Bypass WildiHe
BArea on Saturday moming. Jaining Clinton on the
walking four are, from {eft, an\uty interior Seeretary

& Rain can't dampen spirits
3s president acknowledges
this public-private venture

H More storles, photos on Poge A8

3y MFLANIE TURNER
Snterprise stalf writer

Robie Kulakow 5 Davis nevar imag-
ined she would watk slongside the presi-
Jent of the United States through the wet-

1ands she holds 5o dear to her heart.
But under dark skies and drizzle, snd

tramping through the mud, Knlakow, ex- -

ecutive direetor of the Yolo Basin Foun-
dation, pointed out various bird speciesto
President Clinton an Saturday.

Clinton, who cama to Davis to fermally
dedivate the 2.700-acre wildlife area,
talled ita model for dealing with many of
the pation'sprobiems. The delicate agrae-
ment meshing endangered species and
flood control interests may set precedent

John Garamendi, who ance represanted Davis In the
state Saneta, farmer Greg Sehmid, who'uasd to ralas
crops on the acreaga now restored as wetlands, Rep-
\nc Fazlg, D-West Secramento, and Hobln Kujakow of

for future pro]ecis

The puhblie- pnvaté pmjem. shows thal

wildlife, flond eontrol and agricullure can
eo-exist in a largely urban setting.

{linton said the prajectisthe“embodi-
‘ment of not onky what we should be doing
as Americans on the edge of the 23st Cen-
tury, but how we should be dojng it."”

Clinton added that those who made it
thappen siould be proud.

“¥ou cnght to be very proud of it end
also draw confidence from this that there

e

Mark Bmmdﬂ'ha Emerprise

the Yolo Basin Foundation. At tup Clinton greats
‘aome of the invited guasts whe braved wind and rain
—mnd who walted for hours In the cold and rnud— to
anend !ha dedlcaﬂun uremony .

s oo thallenpe facing this country toda\
that we cannot face” ke said while ad-
dressing the 1,000 peaple who altended
the wetlands dedication. .
Clinton asrived via motorcade afler Air
ForceOne touched down at MeClellan Air
Force Base. The president's 26-car motor-
cade drove along a levee road to the wet-
lands, located in a Aood cantrel channel
south ofInterstate 80 end past of Davis.

Ses CLINTON, Page A-2

I —01 2487
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CLINTON
Continued from Page A-1

Attendance at the event was by invita-
tion only. Attendees inclueded local elect-
‘ed officials, and family and friends of the
arganizetions that helped turn the eight-

“year project into a reality.

They laft cold and wet, but uplifted.

- “f'm still caming to grips with the fact
that this {Tuly is a pational resource.

‘Right here in Yolo County,” said Dave
Rosenberg of Davis, cheirman ofthe Yolo
County Board of Supervisors.

. Commonly referred to as the Putah
Sinks, the area serves as a rest stop along
the Pacific Flyway, 2 ronte used annually
by thousands of migratory birds. Some of
the land is reserved for hunting, hiking
and wildlife walching, while other areas
are sealed off as a wildlife sanctuary.

On Saturday. Clinton dopned a red
11.5. Army Corps of Engineerscap, ablue-
green windbreaker and khakis. He stood
atop a podium in the rain with a grassy
pond as a backdrop, recognizing the
cooperative efforts of public and private
partnerships.

The result — the Yolo Bypass Wildlife
Area — is now the largest wetlands
restoration project east of the Florida
Everglades.

Clinton said the land reminded him of
his home state.

“When I erossed that levee today, I
thought I was back home in Eastern
Arkansas, and I kept waiting for someone
to get me my waders and a gun to g0 duck
hunting."

Clinton said one of the biggest chal-

lenges the nation will have to face is how

‘tor increase our economy while improv-

ing, not diminisking our environment.
Whereas once peaple thought the envi-
‘ronment would *take care of itzelf,” or
thought, “It's a necessary price we’ll have
te pay,” now we know better, he said.

Many observers of the long process

*agree that without the tireless work of
Kulakow, 40, and the Yolc Basin Founda-
tion, the project would have washed away
long ago.

. Agroup of people fram Yolo Auduton
.Bociety and Putah Creek Council, inelud-
ing Ted Beedy and Steve Chainey, first
conceived of the idea in 1889 for recreat-
ing a wetlands hzbitat.

The Yolo Basin Foundation is a non-
profit corporation dedicated to edocat-
ing pecple about wetlands and wildlife It
formed that same year fo promote the
establishment of the wildlife area.

Around 15060, the area was developed
into a facility for diveriing Sacramento
River floodwaters away from the city and
into the Delia.

Kulakow picked up the project after

I —

“(Rep. ViC"I.:aZiO)hds been iruly the major
supporter and sponsor of this effort. No matter . .

what obstacle was throvwn up against it, he

managed to negotiate a solution through consensuS |

and compromise. And it’s quite a legacy for him, l

believe. And for all of us.”

—paﬁsmmrmm

some initial discussions and invifed
more people to join in their vision. Even-
tualty, she quit her job as a soilesrientist
with the state to be a full-time volunteer
on the project,

Later, volunteers managed to con-

vince the state and federal government of

the project’s value. The wetlands restora:
tien project ultimately was created with
state, federal and private support The

federal government contributed $12 mil-

lion of the $17 million cost, with the stal.e
contributing the balance.

After years of negotiations between
the Army Corps of Engineers, private
organizations, the Central Valley Hahitat
Joint Venture Coalition, the state Recla-
mation Board, Department of Water
Resources, state Department of Fish and
Game and the U.8. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice, an agreement was reached to bal-
“ance the needs of floodplain managers

and envirgnmentalists,

The Yolo Basin Foundation helped to
negotiate zn agreement among all the
agencies that addressed their concerns

" about endangered species and manage .
.. Wildlife Area project began twa yem
“ago. For starters, an eight-acre riparta:l

* forest was planted. I's now thriving

-ment of vegetation and recognized the
" first function of the bypass as ﬂnod con-
trol. -

.. Many on Sat'urday, lncludmg Clinton,
thanked Rep. Vie Fazio, D-West Sacra-
mento, for bis constant support of this
and other environmental efforts. Fazio
waorked to secure federal funds for the
project.

“Vic has been traly the major support—
et and sponsor of this effort,” Davis May-
or Lois Wolk said afterwards. “No matter
what obstacie was thrown up against it,
he managed to negetiate a solution
through consensus and compromise. And
it's quite a legacy for him, I beheve And
" forall ofus.”

Fazio has spoken many times before

the peaple of Yolo County abont wetlands

issues. But he said he'sneverhad a better

time doing it than he did on Saturday.

“I don't think I've ever had more fun

than the day I brought along the presi-
dent of the Umted St.ates," Fazm tuldthe
erowd.

" The permanent popds in the bypass
already are attracting more waterfow]
than ever before. Almpst 10,000 ducks
showed up one recent morning in ond
smzll area of the wetlands that wasn’t
flooded last year.

Less than 5 peréent of California’s Ius
forical Weﬂands remam today, an
said.

The wetlands project mimics seasona]

-flonding, explained Bill Gaines, drreetor

+of government affairs and chairman df
‘the Central Valley Habitat Joint Ventura.

“In essence, you're farming for ducks,?
Ga.lnes said. “You build it and they w1.!1
came.”

Ten years ago, waterfawl popu!atmm
had dropped to about 53 million birds op
the North American continent. Already,
because of similar efforts inspired by the

- North American Waterfow! Manapemen
. .Plan signed by the United States and
- Canada, and with same help from mother

dature, those numbers are up to from 8¢
to 100 million birds of various specles"
Gainessaid. @~ . - .

Ground work on . the .Yolo Bypasb

Some trees are a5 tall as seven feet. Barth
in the bypass has been sculpted mto
large, shallow ponds. .
Contractors under the sopervision of
Ducks Unlimited did the earth-movmg

“work to create the thousarids of acres of
-geasonal and permanent ponds thaf

make up the wildlife area. The U.5. Army

Corps of Engineers and Ducks Unlimlted
also contributed to the pro]eets cou
struction.

QOversight of the area was transferred
Saturday to Fish and Game.

* Clinton eid efforts like the Yold
Bypass Wildlife Ares will actually helg
the state conserve water by, as one exam,
ple, using less water runoff in the future ;

“You're doing the right thing am;l
you're doing it in the right way,” he tolq
the audience.

“.I've seen a glimpse of Amem-a'd
future and ke it wee mi e - v N

I —012488
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In search of ...

ym Ieft, Karlelgh Rose, Helen Yasko and Monlca Ordofsz use -
r him'nowlnrsgto get a closar look at birde In the Yolo Bypasa
Idiite Area during a fleld iripto the site sast of Davis wa'dnel-
¥ morning. The girls are students In Dorothy Put-n}.n B Boc-

T ¢ ATl

Sue CochrellfThe Enterprise

0 rade clase at Ploneer Elemuentary School, Their visit was
o:g'gf the first offerad through the Yolo Basin Foundetion's

new Discovet the Flyway educational pragram. For detalls, see
&tory on Page A-2

-A‘Mc/km.er;-l‘- m|

Schoolchildren discover
the Yolo Bypass flyway

‘ “Ifound a bug!” was one ofthe
mast common exclamations from
Belinda Kesser's second-grade

i class as they initiatad the Discov.
erihe Flyway program inthe Yolo

| Bypass Wildlife Area for the first

Aimelast Friday, I T

i+ -The’children searehsd wet-

~land-watersfor protozean crea.-
tures, explored the difference ba-
tween natural and pon-baturs)
items, and were thrilled by the
presence of blue herons, ETeat
egrets and many Mocks of ducks
fiying into the Wildlife Area for
their winter layover, | Tl
The Discover the Flyway pro-
Eram started in late August, when
49 -elementary school teachers

‘were trained how to uge the
Wildlife Aves 8¢ an outdoor class-
room for their students,

"“The teachors are very enthu.
siastic abotit the opportunity to
use this new regource,” said

Dorothy Petersen, a senand-grade

tencher sl Piopeer Elemehtary -

ter, plaited sedges in the mud

aad walked the “Un.Nature

Trail” during their two-hour fieid

trip to the Wildlife Area.

. Jean Rissman, a teacher at Sil.
. véyville Primary Schoo] jn Dixon,
. led -the first classroom sedge
" planting in the area.
i ‘“The ehildren- egjoyed -the.
mud and the critters, Rissman
sald, “and I balisve they will re-
member this trip for g very long
time.”

Cornflower Ferms donated the
sprouted sedge plants that were
Pplanted by the children, and the
Celifornia Department of -Fish
and Game coordinated the planti-
ngeffort

The Discover the Flyway pro-
gram provides support for the
teachers who completed the ini-
tial workshops by prividing
leaming materials and volunteer
asslstanee, > ¢

The Yola Basin Foundation in-

Sehool, She brought her shydents - ‘about the wetlands for teachers,

to the Witlands on Wednesdny o
add the hards-on exparience of
the place to herelassroom lessons
. about water, wildlife and the en.
yirihiment, AR ’
W Her stydents sampled the wa-'

RN oo

Vavs E-V\TEHDQ 0
wie/aF

parents and volunteers Interest.
ed in helping with the feld trips
in November, Anyoné Interested
-\in.!'olﬂateltln&.mim@mt:
¢sted in visiting ‘the woHands,
“shoutd eal] 7581000, Hi1EN
Vi

Dl LD e




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS

BERKELEY » DAVIN o [RVINE + LOS AMCELES « RIVERSIIF = SAN TIFGO « SAN FRANGISCD SANTA BARBARA « SANTACRUZ
DIRECTOR ONE SHIELDS AVENLE
PUBLIC SERVICE RESEARCH PROGRAM DAVIS. CALIFORNIA 956 16-5688

(3300 7527823
FAX: (3300 732-7HE

May 7, 1998

To Whom Tt May Concern:

I am writing to support Yolo Basin Foundation’s request for funding to expand their environmental
education program. Discover the Flyway has proven to be an excellent program, reaching regional
school children through providing teachers with a coherent curricula and an accessible field site to
take their classes to experience science first hand. We welcome the addition of the middle school
audience and the new sites which will expand the experience from natural history to applied
problems in agriculture and the environment,

Yolo Basin Foundation is a partner in a regional educational alliance to bring education on the
environment to diverse andiences. The University of California Davis, on behalf of this afliance,
is submitting a proposal to the National Science Foundation (June 1, 1998) for funding for
“Learning Landscapes and Watersheds®. This is a collaborative university and community informal
education project specifically targeting middle school aged youth. University resources would be
available to assist the development of partner’s programs and to provide training for university
students to implement these programs. There is an increasingly large group of science educators
at the University interested in extending university resources on behalf of public education.

It is a pleasure 1o work with Yolo Basin Foundation, and I heartily recommend you fund their
praposal to expand the highly successful Discover the Flyway program.
Sincerely,

~

N

Joyce Gutstein
Associate Director

Principal Investigator (NSF project)

I —012490
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Barbara D. Wells « Principal
5215 Hamel Street * Davis, CA 95616-4426 + 530/757-5480 + Fax 530/757-5482

May 4, 1998

Cheryl Chipman

Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area
45211 County Road 32B
Davis, CA 95616

Dear Cheryl:

This letter is in enthusiastic support for the Yolo Basin Foundations' "Discover the
Flyways" environmental education program. The development of this arca has notably changed
our involvement and direct access to and with the environment at Pioneer Elementary School
from grades st through 6th. This program has made the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area an exciting,
ever-changing ecological niche accessible for hands-on teaching and investigative
learning.

The integration of already used programs like "Project Wild" and "Wild About the
Wetlands" make the cutdoor and indoor [essons developed by "Discover the Flyways" staff along
with practicing teacher richer and more in depth instead of add-ons like so many recently
published programs.

The inclusion o two new sites in the Yolo Basin Area focusing on water
treatment/wetland restoration and the other on compatible wildlife/agricultural usage of land will
work into our curriculwmn on land resource utilization, communities and neighborhoods, and the
water cvcle/weather and their impacts. We have had hundreds of students involved this year in
lessons at school or at the wetlands including plantings, greeting the President, field trips and
integrations with university resources.

Because this great resource is our neighbor, we feel privileged to have watched its
evolution from conception te inception to implementation, We as a total school site support the
expansion of this pregram. The fostering of lifelong learning and stewardship of our world
resources are of utmost importance to our community, our region, our educational process and,
ultimately, to our nation. This is truly an evelving model program.

Sincerely

won Urlls

Barbara Wells
Principal

I —01 2491
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